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Adoramuste, Christe, adoramuste, Christe.
Adoramus, adoramus, adoramuste.
Et benedicimus tibi, adoramuste.
Et benedicimus, et benedicimus, adoramuste.
Adoramuste, adoramuste, Christe.
Adoramuste, adoramuste, adoramuste.
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For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For his gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,

future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.

In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done.

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,
In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done.

Thanks Be to God, thanks be to God,
thanks be to God for the fruit of all creation!
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,

Most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God. Thanks be to God!
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Christ is made the sure foundation
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3. Chi-séng Kiu-cht kang-lim hoe-tiong,
Kii Li si-un choan hde-chiong;
Un-tidn sio-soa ban-bin ting-hiong,
P6-choan su-hok b6 han-liong;
Thong-t1 koan-péng t1 Li chhit-tiong,
Eng-kng boe hoe, éng bi-kiong.

4, O-16 chi-chun Séng P& Siong-té,
Kam-sia Séng Kia® lai kang-se;
Chheng-ho Séng Sin, Sam-ii-it-thé,
Eng-odn put-pian kau ban-se;
Un-tidn, chi-pi, éng-kng, kodn-sé,
Cht ko kip kim l6ng bo the.
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Be with us, gracious Lord, today
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This is a day of new beginnings
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3. Kho Chi Séng Sin kian-ko lan sim-chi,
I6ng-kdm kia” chhut kii € keé-khi;
Sit-bang, choe-koa, iu-siong l6ng thoat-I1,

Tui-chhé sin 15, hoat-hian i-gi.
4. Eng-0ah é Chi choh chéng chhda lan khi,
Hun-hiéng kian-chéng thia"-thang chok-ui;
Che s1 téng-sin chhut-hoat € jit-chi,
Chi-ai Siong-té 6a"-sin ban-mih.
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[KJV] And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: and

establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our

hands establish thou 1it.
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Before It All Began

SEEBEREZEAZORRAEBELEH - 1950 FESHRUEIREE T - BIEH1E
ESN "EEHASEEERE, ;1957 FRI TRERLERNZE, RBEES
IEPULHEEMEFRMMtRE - 1976 &£ " S EHSELERE ) REEEREH

BRI - IR —KER - BRERAE - #EAS  ZRERER  EEE2H®K

%= RIRIRRE © 1987 FRAIRKPEHELR R - XMEWZRREE - &
IR E © 2003-2006 F - A EEEEH - ZKFIR - AZFRBRFHESER
SXR{CAVHEE - BERBARARTZRI] - IL—XYIRFHORFEERE - FHESERKH

WERIFEE - A BMETR - DAREMEH -

The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT) has always been history-savvy. Prodded by Rev.
N"g Bu-tong, it established the “Southern Synod Historical Archives Center” in 1950
using an old building belonging to Sin-lau Hospital. A “General Assembly Historical
Archives Room" was created a few years later in 1957, but its location would move back
and forth between Zhongshan North Road and Changchun Road.

Finally, in 1976, the "Taiwan Church Archives Center” was founded using Rev. Thomas
Barclay's old residence. The move was a significant leap forward, but it was later
dampened by insufficient resources and inadequate upkeep. Furthermore, the old
building was on the verge of collapse and some precious items stored inside had been
stolen. It was in the midst of such dire circumstances in 1987 that Mr. So 'Chin-an, the
principal of Chang-Jung High School, lent a hand by setting aside space within Chang-
Jung High School's archives and gallery so that these historical items and documents
could finally find a good place to stay.

As cultural awareness peaked and various opportunities knocked between 2003 and
2006, PCT churches felt that it was time to build a state-of-the-art archives center.
However, nothing came to fruition despite these sentiments. This journey is comparable
to the early years of Christian mission in Taiwan when missionaries struggled to preach
the gospel while endowed with God's all-sufficient grace.
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Preparing to Build
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The preservation of cultural and historical artifacts requires longstanding commitment
and professionalism. The examination, analysis, collection, and evaluation of artifacts
requires technical expertise if it is to be done properly. For more than a decade, the
Church History Committee of the PCT General Assembly has visited Chang Jung Christian
University and the Presbyterian Bible College to see if a suitable place to build an archives
center could be found within their campus grounds.

A suitable location was finally found in 2013 on the campus grounds of Tainan
Theological College and Seminary (TTCS). That same year, the board of directors of TTCS
and the PCT General Assembly Executive Committee agreed and accepted a proposal put
forth by the archives building committee. An archives building would be constructed in
tandem with TTCS' new Shoki Coe Memorial Library. A ground-breaking ceremony for
both buildings was held in March of 2017 and the construction project was entrusted to
Formosa Builders, Inc.

The building committee's vision for the new building was to emulate the specifications of
the National Archives Administration. This meant that the new building would be
equipped with the ability to keep rooms in constant temperature and in constant
humidity, in addition to using mobile shelving.

The Archives of the PCT finally opened on November 20th, 2019 — one day before
Thomas Barclay's 170th birthday. Its location is the site where Taiwan Church Press used
to be when the latter was first founded in 1885 and a stone's throw away from Barclay's
old residence. Its proximity to these two sites is both a symbol and a reminder of the new
building's roots.
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Archives of the PCT: An Overview
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The Archives of the PCT houses many items dating back to the 19th century, including
baptismal records, church yearbooks, meeting minutes, letters, manuscripts of title
deeds, rare collections written in Romanized Taiwanese, English, and Japanese, special
edition hymnals, special edition Bibles, photos, maps, biographies, etc. These smaller
items will be sorted first. There are also larger items stored inside, including Taiwan's first
printing machine, an elevator, a bronze xylograph, old church plaques, indigenous
artifacts, etc. These items will be sorted at a later stage. In 2017, Elder John Lai donated
more than 3,000 books and files in hopes of increasing the library's collection.

To effectively manage and archive such a large collection, the Archives of the PCT follows
the original sequence principle in addition to the principle of respect des fonds. Once a
catalog of these collections is completed, it will be made available to the public so that
people can apply to view these collections for study and research. These items will also
be made available to churches and organizations that wish to access historical archives
for research and compiling historical records. Churches can also contact the Archives of
the PCT for assistance in preserving historical and cultural relics, promoting exhibitions,
donating items, or placing items under trusteeship.
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Biography of Thomas Barclay
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The Rev. Thomas Barclay was born on November 21, 1849, in Scotland. This year, 2019,
would have been his 170th birthday. Barclay was one of the “Glasgow Three" at Glasgow
University. He majored in electrical engineering and even earned a mention in the
Encyclopaedia Britannica for his research in dielectrics.

In 1865, at the age of 16, Barclay vowed to become a missionary and wrote his dedication
letter. Throughout the rest of his life, he would make it a habit to sign this dedication
letter every year on his birthday. His wife, Elisabeth A. Turner, joined him in signing this
dedication letter every year after they got married.

Barclay arrived in Taiwan in 1875. He showed remarkable wisdom and courage during the
Ji-lGn Anti-Religion Incident in 1885 and during the Capitulation of Tainan Incident in
1895. He served as a missionary in Taiwan for 60 years until his death in 1935 due to a
brain hemorrhage. He was buried in the Christian section of Tainan Public Cemetery.
Barclay's influence on education and the church in Taiwan is far-reaching. In honor of his
legacy, the city government of Tainan named one of its parks in the East District “Barclay
Memorial Park”.
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Thomas Barclay: A Pioneer of Education in Taiwan
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Barclay arrived to Taiwan in 1875 and settled in Takao (modern-day Kaohsiung) for one
year before journeying to Tainan. He soon became involved in ministries aimed at
training future clergy and later sought to merge the “Student's Class” in Takao with the
"Student's Class” in Tainan. He also founded Capital College - the first Western-style
educational institution in Taiwan — and this college became the precursor to Tainan
Theological College and Seminary. Seeing the need to train students before they start
theological education, Barclay set out to establish a secondary school offering general
education. He recruited 10 students and classes began inside a new house belonging to
Sin-lau Hospital. Thus began the first secondary school in Taiwan, which would later
evolve into Chang Jung Senior High School.

When Barclay returned to Glasgow in 1898 for home assignment, he fundraised £1,000 to
be used in 1903 to build Tainan Theological College and Seminary's campus. The
buildings stand to this day, despite being more than 100 years old, and are still in use.
Barclay's philosophy about life is a product of the Scottish Enlightenment and the
European Pietism movement. He was a pioneer in theological education, secondary
education, and raising social awareness. He guided his pupils in discovering God's
magnificence and became a role model of what an educator of his time could aspire to
be.
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Barclay and Taiwan Church Press
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In 1880, Dr. James L. Maxwell bought a typographic press (model: Albion Press 1872)
after some fundraising and shared the news with the Rev. Thomas Barclay. Though
Barclay was on home assignment at the time, he immediately set out to learn how to
operate this equipment. In 1885, Barclay founded Tai-lam Cha-tin-tong (the precursor of
Sin-lau Bookstore, which is also known as Taiwan Church Press). He assembled this
typographic press upon receiving it and published Taiwan's first newspaper that same
year. It was on the 11th year of Kong-si and the 6th month of the Lunar Calendar that
this newspaper, the first Christian newspaper in Far East Asia, was published under the
name 74/-odn-hu-sién Kau-hée-bo.

At its inception, 7d/i-odan-hu-sia» Kau-hée-bo was a monthly journal published in
Romanized Taiwanese. It not only reported church news and published lecture articles,
but also printed news articles from around the world. International news articles were
often delivered to Taiwan via commercial vessels at that time. This newspaper also
published stories on topics ranging from the sciences to the humanities and opened up
the world to its readers. It would later be renamed 7a/wan Church News.
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Barclay and the Church
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Since Barclay was highly esteemed in Taiwan, he played a leading role among churches in
southern Taiwan. To this day, his influence is on par with George Leslie Mackay, who
ministered in northern Taiwan.

Barclay set foot on Taiwanese soil on June 5th, 1875. He was soon responsible for
overseeing 12 churches in southern Taiwan. Always a diligent pastor, he managed to
preach a sermon in Taiwanese as early as December of the same year. He was later
appointed the first moderator of the southern presbytery in 1896. In 1921, he was
elected moderator of the Presbyterian Church of England at its first general assembly.
Even at the ripe old age of 86, Thai-péng-kéng Presbyterian Church appointed him
moderator of the church session in 1934. He served in that capacity until his death the
following year in 1935.

Barclay served God faithfully throughout his life. His life and ministry can be traced
through the stories of local churches in southern Taiwan. According to some accounts,
Barclay was very strict vis-a-vis evaluating the lives of his church members. However, he
was also extremely humble and kind. Through the personal notes he scribbled on their
baptismal records and doctrine tests, it was evident that he cared greatly about their
spiritual state and progress.
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Barclay Translates the Bible and Publishes a Vernacular Dictionary

1873 F - BRSHENEFISEFTFHAORLELMR - 1916 F - BnSf 2ol
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B MBS  B—EENSEENFIE -

James L. Maxwell's translation of the Romanized Amoy New Testament was published in
1873.1n 1916, Barclay re-translated it to make it more colloquial. He was appointed
honorary lifetime president by the England Bible Society for this achievement. In 1919, his
alma mater, Glasgow University, honored him with a Doctor of Divinity degree.

Barclay moved on to re-translate the Old Testament, which was published in 1933 by the
Shanghai Bible Society. The entire Romanized Amoy Bible was thus finally completed. To
this day, this Romanized Amoy Bible remains the text against which other Taiwanese
Bible versions are checked.

While working on the Romanized Amoy Bible, Barclay also set out to edit Douglas
Carstairs' Chinese-English Dictionary of the Vernacular of the Spoken Language of Amoy,
which had been published in 1873. With help and collaboration from Rev. Campbell
Moody and Rev. [n Su-iéng, he managed to publish the Supplement to Dictionary of the
Vernacular or Spoken Language of Amoy in 1923. This supplement consists of 281 pages
—nearly half of the length of the original dictionary — and includes the Chinese character
and the Romanized Amoy equivalent for every entry. It is comprehensive and its
explanations are also clear. Over the years, it has become an important dictionary of the
Taiwanese language.
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