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&If the other comes in good time, it may perhaps enable me to clear your year’s account with meal
together.

We are all pretty well just now. Douglas is much stronger than he was some 6 months ago.
Macgregor goes on the water to what was Thas [blot]. & will study them for the next 6 months at
least. — My own health is excellent. The ?rebates /?relatives are as before. In possession of
Ch having free with the country beyond. They are enabling my attempt on
the Districts nearer Amoy. J K Chang-Chow, Christian mostly for ?there is/?fasritmas is known. It
seems very, very sad to hear nothing at all concerning them.

We are to have our week of prayer in the second instead of the final week of January. This,
(altho’ personally | cannot see any propriety in the change) is a secondary / is on condition with a
previous occasion when the first day of a year fell on the Sabbath,

Ever yours most faithfully
J L Maxwell

P.S. Be kind enough to consider this letter as private i.e.in so far the Messenger is concerned. You

may show it to members of Committee if you like. It wd. seem to some | dare say as if there were

a ?portion diffce. of feeling amongst us anent Formosa than there really is. Perhaps this note may
. 7sho‘w‘\mu how the aooarent diffces. have arisen. J. L. M.
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P.S. | see that dear Mr Burns has passed away. | remember ( vividly) more of my own parting from
him on the night ere | left England. He knelt with me then in his little study, recommended me to the
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My dear Mr Matheson (Hugh Mamesoni

| send you a letter within this which you can read to my dear friend Mary, & then forward it,
if you think well, for publication in the Children’s Record. | am urging my brethren occasionally to
remember the little ones and would be glad if they would take my place from time to time. However,
if my muslnas _d. be of no avall, | trust the dear littie friends will not ;et tired of me; | do not think |
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Transcription of the English MSS letters of DrJ L
Maxwell 1864 -1871

Rev. Geoffrey Roper

It was my privilege to meet Jonah Chang more than once in Bloomsbury, London in
connection with his work on the biography of Dr Shoki Coe, principal of Tainan
Theological Seminary and subsequently working on the programme for Theological
Education (PTE) of the World Council of Churches (WCC). Dr Coe’s residence for
the latter post was in Seaford on the south coast of England where | was United
Reformed Church (URC minister) 1978-1985.

| was grateful to be invited to share in the research into the manuscript letters sent by
Dr James Laidlaw Maxwell (senior) to officials of the Presbyterian Church of
England (PCE)’s Foreign Missions Committee (FMC) in the 1860s and early 1870s.
Dr Maxwell is remembered and honoured by those acquainted with the Christian
mission to Taiwan (‘Formosa’ as we called the island until my own childhood). My
friendship with Dr Coe, Revd Boris Anderson, Revd Ray Adams, Elizabeth Brown
and others strengthened my interest and involvement with the UK-Taiwan link.
Especially when | moved to London to take up an administrative job for the Free
Churches of England and Wales in 1996 and joined the congregation at Regent Square
| have treasured our connection, remembered Miss Jessie Galt, former head of the
Tainan Girls' Presbyterian School (1927-36 who by a miraculous deliverance survived
the bombardment of our church and HQ site in 1945 to become a valued member of
the Chelmsford, Essex church where | ministered from 1985. Further involvement
came through the formation of Taiwan Fellowship in London on the initiative of Revd

Dr John McNeill Scott.
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My own family background in the former London Missionary Society led me to a
year’s work in the archives of the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) on
letters written by nineteenth century (19C) missionaries from their fields to the
Mission House in London. The work involved handling the letters, improving their
storage from a conservation point of view and entering the listing into a database
adding relevant notes on their contents, updating place names and some very brief
historical contextualisation.

This grounding in the mission archives and my further personal work transcribing
letters from my missionary relatives equipped me to accept the task of reading Dr
Maxwell’s letters, first in the photographs taken by Revd Mr Chang and subsequently
by looking at the actual manuscripts in SOAS archive. Study of the manuscripts
frequently causes me to revise my transcription. Even now, in discussions by Zoom
with the group you are hearing from today, I emend my ‘final” version. Sometimes
there are puzzles in reading handwriting from the second third of the 19C which
remain enigmas. Maxwell must have been obliged to use variable types of paper and
of ink probably different from those he had used in Britain.

Large parts of the later letters were reproduced in print at that time in the pages of the
Presbyterian Messenger and Missionary Record (slight variations in the title of this
magazine will be found). We can usually trust the printed transcription there printed.
Editorial changes are easily spotted; sometimes these are no more than alterations to
the English transcription of Chinese place names and titles of Chinese imperial
officials. In other places editorial discretion has been applied to tone down a few of
Dr Maxwell’s strongly felt expressions.

Dr Maxwell tells an interesting and exciting story. Christians will find encouragement
in the way mission was carried into the beautiful island and the way they stood up to

resistance and antagonism, including a fire and a murder. Nonetheless there are also
27



shadows arising from the imperialist Tea / Opium trade manoeuvres of the British
royal navy and variable support as the political winds blew first one way in
Westminster and then another. We see enthusiastic support from the Presbyterian and
general protestant communities of England and Scotland but also anti-missionary
feeling both in Britain and China.

Admirable ideals surrounding the vocation of medical missionary are exemplified in
Dr Maxwell’s letters. Loyal support from Chinese Christians and some adherents from
Taiwan’s First-People are implied in the letters to recipients (Matheson and Mathieson

— which for a long time confused me).
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! Bernard Porter, The Lion’s Share: A History of British Imperialism, 1850 to the Present, 5th ed.

(London ; New York: Routledge, 2013).

2 T.M Devine, Scotland’s Empire: The Origins of the Global Diaspora (London: Penguin Books, 2003).
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® Richard J. Grace, Opium and Empire : The Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James Matheson
(Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2014).
* Douglas M. Haynes, Imperial Medicine : Patrick Manson and the Conguest of Tropical Disease
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2013).
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> Bernard Porter, The Absent-Minded Imperialists : Empire, Society, and Culture in Britain (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2004).
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