PAUL STEPHEN ALEXANDER

January 3, 1928-June 17, 2014

Biography (long objective bio; shorter more subjective bio at bottom)

PAUL STEPHEN ALEXANDER was born January 3, 1928 in Indianapolis, Indiana to Carl Raymond Alexander and Mabel Frances Pennycuff Alexander. He was the second of 6 children, including Mildred Wyant (Ralph), Raymond Alexander (Nancy), Frances Selby (Don), Dorothy Kendall (Richard), and Carolyn McWhirter.

Paul enjoyed academics and graduated with honors at both Warren Central High School (1945) and Indiana Central College (now University of Indianapolis, 1949). At Indiana Central Paul competed in track and worked as a Biology laboratory assistant at I. C. C. and Laboratory Instructor at Indiana University extension in downtown Indianapolis for four of his four and a half college years. He received the first “Distinguished Alumni Award” granted by Indiana Central College in 1967.

In college Paul met Lucille Brown who, like Paul, had early felt God's calling to serve as an overseas missionary. They graduated together and married while she was still completing graduate studies in nursing in Indianapolis and Paul was in graduate school at Indiana University in Bloomington. Their first child, Anne, was born there in 1952.  After 5 years of study, he accepted a position teaching at Northwestern State College, in Natchitoches, Louisiana, where two sons, Stephen Carl (1954) and Philip Daniel (1956) were born to them. 

Paul and Lucy followed God’s call to missions in 1958 under the authority of the Southern Presbyterian Church (PCUS), and the United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia. 

Requirements for accepting this call were for the family to attend a summer 6-week Mission Orientation program in North Carolina for the church, and Paul to complete the writing of his dissertation for the awarding of  a Doctoral of Philosophy Degree from Indiana University.  A marathon of writing enabled him to complete it in October 1958 to leave for Taiwan November 7, 1958. They took their 3 children (ages 2, 4, & 6) to Taiwan where Paul taught physiology and zoology to the first graduating students at the new Tunghai Christian University in Taichung, Taiwan. The university was the third in Taiwan, and the first Christian residential university on the island. 

In 1959, their second daughter, Dorothy, was born in Chang Hwa, Taiwan. In 1965 both Stephen and Philip died suddenly, Stephen from encephalitis and Philip from a fall. Two years later Emily was born while they were in the US on furlough. Adopted son Gordon joined the family in 1970 at age 8.  They again had 4 children.

From November 1958 to spring 1996 Paul taught physiology and related subjects to the students 

at Tunghai University, also overseeing the work of 27 Masters degree students and 1 PhD student. He served at different times as chair of the Biology Department, Dean of the Science College, and for one year as the Acting Dean of the Engineering College, Assistant to the university President and Director of five Research Centers.  He helped numerous medical doctors translate their research papers from Chinese to English.  His own research involved frogs, migratory birds, squirrels, shrews, and mosquitoes. The first English language book on Taiwan birds was one Paul partnered to write.  

Paul and Lucy weekly hosted Christian student groups in their home and mentored staff and students. Besides preaching when asked, Paul served many years on the Tunghai University Church governing board, and taught a course on 'Discussing Life', integrating Christian worldview and today's issues. In 1968  Paul and Lucy were certified to lead Marriage Enrichment Workshops and were asked to establish and direct the Tunghai University Family Wellness Center, focusing on good family communication skills. Chinese couples continue to carry on that work.

After retirement in 1996, Paul and Lucy moved to Montreat, North Carolina where Paul continued to be active as a 'Stephen Minister', as an elder of the Montreat Presbyterian Church and in Marriage Enrichment, returning frequently by invitation to Taiwan to contribute to ministry there. 

In 2001 a story of their life in Taiwan was written in Chinese, “Listening with the Heart”.  Following Paul's recovery from a stroke in 2006 the Alexanders moved back to the Indianapolis area, residing in Greenwood Village South near most of their family. 

All who knew him loved Paul's sense of humor, his patient, calm manner, optimistic spirit and his dedication to the Lord; to peaceful settlement of problems, to giving the gifts of forgiveness and the benefit of the doubt.  Gentle listener, humble encourager, curious and delighted, he was a mentor and lover of souls. 

Paul is survived by his wife, Lucille, children Anne Alexander, Dorothy (Greg) Wade, Gordon Alexander, Emily (Andrew) Eatough, and grandchildren Stephanie, Kimberly, Elizabeth and Daniel Wade, and grandchildren Vera and Lydia Eatough. Also surviving are his five siblings and many nieces and nephews.

************************************************************

Shorter (& more subjective) Bio

Dr. Paul Alexander left the US for Taiwan with Lucy & 3 children (Anne, Stephen & Philip) in tow in November 1958. They felt called to serve fledgling Tunghai University, started in 1955. To graduate, the students needed a physiology class. Paul speedily finished his PhD degree with specialization in physiology & biology, & taught doubletime in English in the fall semester after they arrived. Lucy coped with non-English-speaking teen-aged house help, unknown vegetables & fruit, and (in 1959) the arrival of Dorothy, who had a cleft palate. 

Over their 38 year ministry there, besides teaching, Paul directed 5 research centers, served as dean of several colleges & as advisor to the University President, in addition to Christian work with the chapel, students & surrounding churches. He researched frogs, squirrels, shrews, mosquitoes & migratory birds' role in contagious diseases.

In 1965 both Stephen & Philip died in the space of 30 days from incephalitis & a fall. This challenged Paul & Lucy's commitment & faith, & deeply rooted them in the university & Christian community as well as Taiwan soil. God's amazing comfort & grace empowered them to give testimony to His ongoing faithfulness. 

When they returned to the US in 1967 Lucy gave birth to Emily 15 years after Anne, her oldest. Gordon (born in Taiwan in 1962 & adopted by Gladys Aylward) joined the Alexander family in 1970 as yet another testimony to God's provision. 

Marriage stresses prompted a search for better communication skills. When Marriage Enrichment proved helpful to them, Paul & Lucy became certified to lead, & started the Family Wellness Center at Tunghai, where many learned good communication skills. Five couples are continuing their good work, & many lives have been changed by their testimony & 'profound availability' to serve God & others sacrificially and with good humor in any way they could.

Paul has lived in the conscious presence of God for many years, pursuing wisdom with a childlike heart, & learning from Frank Laubach & Brother Laurence how to practice the presence of God. Even though he often couldn't connect thought to words, he still loved the hymns, to be prayed with, & in times of stress to pray 'Oh Lord, Oh Lord'. 

On June 17, at 12:15 am Paul entered into glory in the realized presence of God after a final stroke. "Well done, good & faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your Lord!" Matthew 25:23 Thanks for joining us in praying for God to continue to be glorified in Paul's testimony.

Chinese Bio below from Tunghai University:

歐保羅教授（Paul Stephen Alexander，1928.2.3~2014.6.17）年輕的時候，有個縈繞於心的夢：就是希望有一天能到海外帶職宣教。這樣的「宣教士精神」吸引著他遠渡重洋，在東海紅土上播下教育的種子，成就一所博雅的基督教大學。他到東海那年，剛滿30歲。

他開創了台灣在澤蛙、候鳥與流行病的研究，他付出大量的時間與學生一一面談、他培養台灣生物研究的人才、他為生物學奉獻了大半生、他重視家庭幸福與夫人露西女士致力推廣夫妻懇談工作、他開放家庭讓學生感受溫暖、他在東海失去摯愛的兩個兒子、他認定東海就是他的家。

直到1995年退休，他為東海付出了寶貴的38年。

從歐保羅老師那代起，到當前的校園裡眾多的基督徒老師們，一條潛流深埋，默默澆灌、守護著東海校園與精神、辛勤撒下教育種子。感謝 神讓東海有歐保羅老師。

歐保羅老師回到天父懷抱，願他的靈安息，願歐媽媽與家人們得安慰。



