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Dear Colleagues in Christ:
We are pleased to announce that applications are now being accepted for the academic year 2015-2016 at Tainan Theological College and Seminary (TTCS), an institution of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, for the programs of Master of Theology (M.Th.) and Master of Religious Studies (M.R.S.). Please help us publicize this great opportunity for deepening one’s theological knowledge through a contextual perspective, while gaining research skills in preparation for more advanced academic degrees in the future.

The Application deadline for Admission to TTCS is 1 March 2015. 

For Scholarship Opportunities see following list and deadlines:

Applicants applying for the Church of Scotland (CoS) scholarship, must submit their CoS and TTCS application forms to the CoS before 30 November 2014. Selection of candidates will take place by end of February of 2015. 
Applicants applying for the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan-Council for World Mission scholarship (also known as the PCT-CWM Scholarship), must submit their CWM and TTCS application forms to CWM by 25 January 2015. 
Applicants applying for the TTCS scholarship and the PCT Pacific Island Church Scholarship must submit their application to TTCS before 1 March 2015. 
Please see p.6 of this application package for more information concerning how to apply for scholarships.
For applicants from one of the CWM’s member churches, we urge you to apply for a scholarship through the CWM Scholarship Program. The CWM scholarship covers all expenses relating to studying at TTCS, including international travel expenses. Please be sure to send our TTCS application directly to the Empowerment and Training Division of the CWM and also complete CWM’s own application forms. 
For applicants from one of the Church of Scotland partner churches, we urge you to contact your church’s General Secretary and the Church of Scotland for application forms. 
For detailed information about these 2 programs and available scholarships and application forms, please refer to the following attached documents:

1. Master in Religious Studies degree program, 
2. Master in Theology degree program
3. Scholarship opportunities

4. Application form (must be filled out or typed, printed on paper, signed, and mailed to TTCS and applicable agencies).
We would be extremely grateful if you would inform your members or constituents about these opportunities available at our college. God bless you! 
Lydia Ma (馬慧真)
International Students Advisor

Tainan Theological College and Seminary (TTCS)
國際學生導師 <advisor@ttcs.org.tw>
Master in Religious Studies Degree Programme

The Master of Religious Studies (MRS) degree programme at Tainan Theological College and Seminary (TTCS) is designed for those who seek to undertake coursework and reflection for pastoral or teaching ministries through broadening theological knowledge and to gain international exposure.

TTCS has pioneered the development of third world theological discourse that takes political and cultural contexts seriously. Though third world theology and its logical development has a primary place in the programme of study and research, TTCS welcomes applicants from all regions and churches who desire to sharpen their knowledge of Christian tradition and its function.

The English language MRS degree focuses on the discipline of theology. It has been created to meet the demand for well-informed leaders of the churches in Asia. The programme addresses concerns raised by contextual approaches to theological thinking in the third world, aiming to equip church leaders to encounter present realities from a Christian perspective. It builds upon several years of TTCS experience with international students who have attended this school through an exchange programme operated in conjunction with the Council for World Mission (CWM).

The MRS degree requires a minimum of one year of full-time study. Residency in Tainan is required during the first year, during which sufficient courses for completion of the degree (24 semester units) will be offered. 

Admission Requirements

1. Eligible applicants will already hold a 4-year (or equivalent) university level degree from a school recognized by a regional accrediting agency.

2. Eligible applicants must be proficient in the English language. A certificate from the educational institution where the applicant last attended is required to prove efficiency in English. The TTCS International Studies Program will further conduct an English language placement examination for applicants after arrival on campus.
Degree Requirements

The MRS degree is awarded at the conclusion of a single-programme of studies, research and writing. This will include successful completion of four core courses and four elective courses.
Application Procedure
An application form is attached below but it can also be obtained by download from the TTCS web page (http://www.ttcs.org.tw/en/downloads.htm). Applications should be submitted with the following supporting documentations:
1. A recent curriculum vitae.
2. Official Transcripts of marks (sent directly from the registrar of the schools attended).
3. Photocopies of diplomas from the applicant’s pervious post-secondary schools.
4. Copies of scholarly articles or papers written by the applicant OR an essay of at least 400 words detailing the applicant’s perspective on theology and Christian ministry.

5. Two letters of recommendation assessing the ability of the applicant to pursue graduate level academic studies in English.
Master in Theology Degree Programme

The Master of Theology (M.Th.) degree programme at Tainan Theological College and Seminary (TTCS) is designed for those who seek to undertake scholarly research and reflection for pastoral or teaching ministries through broadening theological knowledge and to gain research skills for more advanced research degrees.

TTCS has pioneered the development of third world theological discourse that takes political and cultural contexts seriously. Though third world theology and its logical development has a primary place in the programme of study and research, TTCS welcomes applicants from all regions and churches who desire to sharpen their knowledge of Christian tradition and its function.

The English language M.Th. degree focuses on the discipline of theology. It has been created to meet the demand for well-informed leaders of the churches in Asia. The programme addresses concerns raised by contextual approaches to theological thinking in the third world, aiming to equip scholars and church leaders to encounter present realities from a Christian perspective. It builds upon several years of TTCS experience with international students who have attended this school through a previous certificate programme operated in conjunction with the Council for World Mission (CWM).

Admission Requirements
1. Eligible applicants will already hold a 4-year (or equivalent) university level degree, in addition to the Master of Divinity (or equivalent) degree. Both degrees must be from schools recognized by regional accrediting agencies.

2. Eligible applicants must be proficient in the English language. A certificate from the educational institution where the applicant last attended is required to prove efficiency in English. The TTCS International Studies Program will further conduct an English language placement examination to applicants after arrival on campus. Students whose English language proficiency is judged deficient for the needs of work at the M.Th. level will be advised to enroll in the Master of Religious Studies (MRS).

Degree Requirements
The M.Th. degree is awarded at the conclusion of a two-year programme of studies, research and writing. Eight courses (24 semester units, which include 4 core courses and 4 elective courses), a comprehensive examination and successful completion of a thesis are all required, as is at least one academic year of residence in Tainan. 
Additionally, submission of a thesis ranging from 30,000 to 40,000 words on a topic approved by the International Studies Committee of TTCS is required. The thesis will be written under the supervision of a faculty-appointed advisor. Residency in Tainan is not compulsory during the thesis-writing phase.

Application Procedure

An application form is attached below but it can also be obtained by download from the TTCS web page (http://www.ttcs.org.tw/en/downloads.htm).
Applications should be supported with the following documents:

1. A recent curriculum vitae.
2. Official Transcripts of marks (sent directly from the registrar of the schools attended to TTCS).
3. Photocopies of diplomas from previous post-secondary schools.
4. Copies of scholarly articles or papers written by the applicant OR an essay of at least 400 words detailing the applicant’s perspective on theology and Christian ministry.

5. Two letters of recommendation assessing the ability of the applicant to pursue graduate level academic studies in English.

Scholarship Opportunities

Scholarships are awarded to candidates who have been sponsored by the General Secretary of their church or the President of their theological institution. There are five (5) different categories of scholarships offered to candidates:

1. TTCS Scholarship: Covers tuition and living expenditure. Each year one student from a WCRC member communion and one student from a CCA member communion are given preference. The Admissions Committee chooses the recipients. This scholarship includes one specifically designated for students from Africa. Usually, only two TTCS scholarships are awarded every year.
2. PCT-CWM Scholarship: Available to members of CWM churches endorsed by their sponsoring national church. Applications are made to the CWM using both the TTCS application/admissions and CWM’s own application form.  CWM process and select the scholarship recipients. For more information, visit: www.cwmission.org or contact Mr. Sudipta Singh, CWM Programme Secretary, Empowerment and Training at empowerment@cwmission.org.

3. PCT Pacific Island Church Scholarship: Available to endorsed members of Pacific Island churches. Preference is given to members of CWM churches but others are also eligible. Applicants first obtain admission to TTCS and then apply to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan once they have been admitted to the program. For more information, contact: ecu@mail.pct.org.tw.  An endorsement letter from your church’s denominational office is required to apply for this scholarship.
4. CCA Travel Grant: Available to members of CCA churches who are admitted. Applications must be endorsed by the central office of the applicant’s church and submitted directly to CCA. For more information, contact: egy@cca.org.hk.
5- Church of Scotland Scholarship: Only applicants belonging to partner churches of the Church of Scotland (CoS) are eligible to apply for this scholarship. Furthermore, it is only available to people nominated and endorsed by the General Secretary of their home church. Applicants must apply to TTCS for admission and also apply to CoS for a scholarship using forms that the Church of Scotland sends to its partner churches’ head office every year. 
CoS currently has partner churches in Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, Sudan, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Bangladesh, Burma, India, Korea, Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore, Srilanka, Thailand, Cuba, Jamaica, Trinidad, and more.

Interested candidates from Asia region contact: Mr Sandy Sneddon, Asia Secretary, World Mission Council, Church of Scotland – E-mail: ssneddon@cofscotland.org.uk
Interested candidates from Africa and the Caribbean regions contact: Mrs Jennie Chinembiri, Africa and Caribbean Secretary, World Mission Council, Church of Scotland – E-mail: jchinembiri@cofscotland.org.uk
Interested candidates from the Middle East region contact: Mr Kenny Roger, Middle East Secretary, World Mission Council, Church of Scotland – E-mail: kroger@cofscotland.org.uk
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1.□MASTER OF THEOLOGY (ENGLISH)
2.□MASTER OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES (ENGLISH)






  FORM OF APPLICATION
                      (Please print or use typewriter)

Attach photo here

1. First Name.....................................................................    
Last Name.................................................................
2. Gender  ..........M   ............F

3. Present postal address .....................................................

    .........................................................................................

......................................................................................
4. E-mail …………………………………………………….

5. Telephone Number……………………..Fax Number……………………………...

6. Date of birth.........................................................................…...
7. Place of birth........................................ ............................…......

8. Passport Number..................Country of Issue…......... Expiration Date: ....................

9. Marital status: Single................Married...............Widowed.........Divorced...............

10. If married--name and age of spouse.......................................…..

     number and age of children.................................…………....

     ......................................  ..................................…………....

     present location of spouse and children...............…………...
11. Church membership, and present status and responsibility in church:

    ..................................................................................................................................

    ..................................................................................................................................

    .................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................. .............................…… .……..

	School
	Location
	  Date of

  entrance
	  Date of

  leaving
	Degrees/ Diplomas

 Awards received

	College or University
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Theological College
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


12. Educational Background       

13. Financial circumstances of applicant

   a. Do you have personal or family resources available to assist you to study at Tainan Theological College and Seminary?  If so, give particulars below.
     ...............................................................................................................................

     ...............................................................................................................................

     ...............................................................................................................................
     ……………………………………………………………………………………
b. Will your church (synod, assembly, conference etc.) provide you with financial aid to study at Tainan Theological College and Seminary? If so, how much?

     ...............................................................................................................................

     ...............................................................................................................................

     ...............................................................................................................................

   c. Are you eligible to apply to an outside agency or foreign mission board for scholarship assistance. If so, which agency or board(s)?

     ...............................................................................................................................

     ...............................................................................................................................

     ...............................................................................................................................

   d. How do you propose to finance your study in this program?

     ...............................................................................................................................

     ...............................................................................................................................

     ...............................................................................................................................

     ...............................................................................................................................

14. Please provide a statement in your own words of 300 to 400 words detailing your purpose in seeking entrance to Tainan Theological College and Seminary.

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

　 ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

   ...............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................
15. The applicant shall arrange for letters of recommendation to be sent directly, under separate cover, by the recommenders, to the TTCS Admissions office by: 

   a. the Principal or a professor of the school in which the applicant completed his basic theological studies, and obtained his primary theological degree;
Name.......................................................................................................................

    Address....................................................................................................................
    Tel..................................  Fax................................  E-mail...................................
   b. an official (Bishop, Moderator etc.) of the church in which applicant is serving 

     (including promise of release of church authorities).

Name.......................................................................................................................

Address.................................................................................................................... Tel..................................  Fax................................ E-mail...................................

16. Please provide the following documentation in support of this application. 
   1)  Copy of transcripts from applicant‘s previous post-secondary school studies, including college, university and/or theological college;

2)  Certification of applicant’s English proficiency to undertake courses at the

Master’s level
17. Applicants who are accepted for either degree programme must pay an application fee of 1,800 New Taiwan Dollars within 60 days of arrival in Taiwan. For students whose study is supported by a TTCS, PCT Pacific Island Church, or PCT-CWM scholarship, this amount can be deducted from the monthly support stipend. 
I hereby certify that the information above is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Date





Signature of Applicant ………………………………….

For Office Use Only


Application Received Date:                           


Enrollment Approved □  Denied □ Date:                         


Graduation Date：                         
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