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Fellowship of the Least Coin
BURSARY FOR OLDER WOMEN 
(BOW)
Guidance Notes & Application Form        






INFORMATION AND GUIDELINES

The Fellowship of the Least Coin (FLC) is a worldwide ecumenical movement of prayer for peace, justice and reconciliation. Through this movement, Christian women around the world seek fellowship with one another and when they pray, they set aside the least coin of their country’s currency as a symbol of solidarity. These coins are collected into a central fund and then redistributed through grants for special projects and, as a new initiative, a Bursary for Older Women.

The Bursary offers financial support to older Christian women to boost their education in the areas of the Fellowship of the Least Coin’s vision of peace, justice and reconciliation, or as seed money for entrepreneurship. It is aimed at capacity building or self-sustenance for personal and community upliftment. Candidates are eligible for selection from countries and regions within the FLC. 
 
USE OF BURSARY MONEY: The Bursary is to help with course fees and other related expenses e.g. accommodation, travel, and living allowance (meals, transport, textbooks and course material). This may be for a special training or course not exceeding in 12 months; or as seed money for a small business. Otherwise, it is an investment for new entrepreneurs; in which case, the recipient may purchase supplies (equipment, materials, etc.) toward establishing a small business or cottage industry.

AMOUNT OF SUPPORT:  
· This Bursary is available only once to a beneficiary (one-time grant), of up to a maximum USD One Thousand (USD 1,000). 
· It is proposed to make the BOW annually.

ELIGIBILITY:
Applicants for the BOW award must meet the following criteria:
· A Christian woman aged 36 years and above
· A Member of a Church community
· Originally from the Global South
· Must be recommended by an FLC affiliate in writing, with reason for request
· Must reside in the country in the FLC region from which the applicant is applying.
INELIGIBILITY:  
Family members of ICFLC and Executive staff of regional ecumenical organisations are not eligible to apply for this scholarship award.  

A Bursary for Older Women (BOW) application cannot be endorsed or submitted by an ICFLC representative if she, her family member, church member, church member’s family, colleague, or colleague’s family member is the applicant. 

To avoid Conflicts of Interest in the ICFLC’s review process for the Bursary for Older Women (BOW):
· only ICFLC representatives from regions with no BOW applications will be placed on the BOW Committee;
· the BOW Committee will meet prior to the Annual Meeting to review applications thoroughly and will present and make recommendations to the ICFLC for approval with rationale for its decisions; 
· if necessary, the BOW Committee will contact the ICFLC representative who endorsed and submitted the BOW application for more details or clarification, provide a set amount of time for feedback from the ICFLC representative, meet as a committee to confirm, and then present applications to the ICFLC for approval with rationale for its decisions.

Instructions to Applicant:
· Complete the APPLICATION FORM in English.
· Include one REFERENCE LETTER from an ecumenical leader within the FLC regional network. Request your reference person to include a statement why your study or entrepreneurship venture is helpful to the community, church or country.
· Include an ESSAY on why this course/training or entrepreneurship is important to you.
· Complete and sign the application form and send with other documents to your FLC regional organisation (see below) by June 30. Applications after this date will not be considered. 



Email to FLC Regional Organisation:

Major Donna Bryan
ACWC President
donna.bryan@salvationarmy.org.au
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Fellowship of the Least Coin
BURSARY FOR OLDER WOMEN (BOW)

APPLICATION FORM   
Deadline: 30 June 


Please complete in BLOCK letters (or type)

	PERSONAL INFORMATION


	Last Name:

	

	First Name:

	

	Date of Birth:

	

	Email address:

	

	Complete postal address:


	



	Telephone/mp number:

	

	
Country of Citizenship:
	

	
Church Denomination:
	





	INTENDED COURSE OR TRAINING: 
(Course/Training title, course duration or dates, and a brief overview, place or institution of training and complete address)

FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP, DESCRIBE YOUR ENTREPRENEUR/BUSINESS PLAN: 
1) State a goal for your plan.
2) List down steps/actions to do, with time frame and schedule of activities
3) Prepare a budget 
4) List down steps to sustain your business
                         
Note:  Use separate sheet for this item.





	LIST OF EXPENSES:
List down details of fees and expenses needed for the course/ training or entrepreneurship.
(Use separate sheet if needed.)




	YOUR OWN CONTRIBUTION: 
How much are you able to pay for the expenses in your own currency? 


Describe how you are going to generate this contribution.
















List down other sources such as grants, scholarships, etc., and corresponding amounts, if you have any:























(Use separate sheet if needed.) 




	
To be completed by the FLC Regional Representative:  Major Donna Bryan  



OFFICIAL ENDORSEMENT



(Name of FLC Regional Organisation):  Asian Church Women’s Conference 

nominates (Applicant’s name) _________________________________________

for the Fellowship of the Least Coin Bursary for Older Women or BOW.



Name of FLC representative:  Major Donna Bryan  

Signature:   _______________________________________________________

Date:   ________________________



This application form must be duly completed and endorsed by the FLC Regional organisation. Incomplete and/or unendorsed forms will not be processed.

                                                                                 

	

Application received in the office of the Executive Secretary for the ICFLC:

Date:   ___________________________________
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