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This is the Governor’s Balcony in the slave castle,
Elmina, on the Atlantic coast of Ghana. This Is the
place where the Governor would inspect the
women his men had captured in order to select the
one he wanted to rape that night. His power was
absolute and these women were his toys and after
he had abused them he could wash his hands of
them and leave them to their fate.



Prayer and Quiet:

Christ Jesus
Lamb of God
In the face of your suffering
We mourn and lament
Bodies, lands and lives
Broken for the profit of the powerful,
Poured out to the false gods of Empire.
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These are the women’s dungeons in ElImina. Here
women were imprisoned in overcrowded sordid
conditions, where they ate, slept, toileted, bled,

died and even gave birth. The bodies and beings
of these women knew desolation and pain and

bore children whose lives, like Jesus’, would be led

IN struggle against the Empire which inflicted such
Injustice. These cells, reminiscent of the stable of
Jesus’ birth, house the spirit of women like Jesus’

mother who come in compassion to their children

who suffer still.



Prayer and Quiet:

Christ Jesus
Lamb of God
In the face of your suffering
We mourn and lament
Bodies, lands and lives
Broken for the profit of the powerful,
Poured out to the false gods of Empire.
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Simon of Cyrene was an African, made to carry the cross
of Christ. And here we remember him at the door of no
return, where Africans were forcibly removed from their

homes and pushed out onto waiting boats to be
transported across the Atlantic as slaves. These men and
women had the cross inflicted on them like Simon, like
Jesus, by Empire. And religious and political powers still
see blackness as justification for inflicting humiliation,
punishment, enslavement and even death



Prayer and Quiet:

Christ Jesus
Lamb of God
In the face of your suffering
We mourn and lament
Bodies, lands and lives
Broken for the profit of the powerful,
Poured out to the false gods of Empire.






This Is the Atlantic ocean, the start of the middle
passage of the Trans-Atlantic Slave trade, the via
media but in fact the via dolorosa. These are holy

waters that house the graves of many Africans who

fought the slavers or were murdered by the slavers for
iInsurance gain. This is where we acknowledge the
fallenness of White Imperial Christianity which was
complicit with this trade, fighting it only towards the
end of its 350 year history. And we mourn the
manifestations still of these versions of whiteness and
Christianity



Prayer and Quiet:

Christ Jesus
Lamb of God
In the face of your suffering
We mourn and lament
Bodies, lands and lives
Broken for the profit of the powerful,
Poured out to the false gods of Empire.






The demonization and dehumanization of blackness is
one of the longest lasting legacies of slavery. Chiristian
mission and theology played its part in stripping
blackness of its worth‘and dignity. This is how Empires
work and we remember how Jesus felt the lash of the
political and religious Empire of his day, because in the
eyes of Pilate not only did Jesus not have equality with
God obviously, he didn’t have it with Pilate either. We
struggle with Paul’s attitudes to slaves, that they should
be obedient, as in our text. SO we remember Jesus was
executed not because he was a- good slave, but
because he was the free and defiant Son of God



Prayer and Quiet:

Christ Jesus
Lamb of God
In the face of your suffering
We mourn and lament
Bodies, lands and lives
Broken for the profit of the powerful,
Poured out to the false gods of Empire.
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Cherno Biko is one of the founders of Black Trans Lives
Matters, a movement which highlights the violence
iInflicted on the black LGBTQI communities. She is one
of those people who has courage in the face of the
violence of Empire and the opprobrium of the norms of
her neighbors, who stoops to comfort and encourage
those who struggle against racism. She Is the great
niece of Steve Biko the anti Apartheid activist murdered
by South African police in 1977. Such is the spirit of
Veronica who was courageous enough to step forth
from a cruel crowd and offer tenderness to Jesus as he
faced crucifixion.



Prayer and Quiet:

Christ Jesus
Lamb of God
In the face of your suffering
We mourn and lament
Bodies, lands and lives
Broken for the profit of the powerful,
Poured out to the false gods of Empire.
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Council for World MlSSlon (CWM) has dewseﬂ a project to explore the Iegacnes of the trans-atlantic slave

trade. There has been a call for some years now from Black communities of the Caribbean, UK and the US

for the Iegnac es of the Transatlantic slave trade to be addressed. It has been recognized by the UN.

-~ CWM’s origins as the London Missionary Society lie in this vital period of colonization as-———
: d before slavery was abolished. CWM came into being in the 1970s as a way to de- '.':." ‘t"
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