The light shines in the darkness

and the darkness has not overcome it

John 1:5
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It has been a strange year for us all, in every part of our world. More than ever
we need to hear the message of Christmas: Immanuel: God with us. When we
have been unable to meet each other in person, only virtually, it is a comfort and

a joy to know that God is with us, each one of us, in every situation.

After his birth, Jesus and his family immediately had to seek refuge. As we
celebrate his coming to be amongst us, we remember all those today who seek
refuge. Even in a time of pandemic, the Christmas message is one that is
principally about hope. The baby’s birth is a challenge to the whole of humanity
to dare to look beyond ourselves to the needs of those around us, in the

knowledge that God thought everyone was worth sending Jesus for.

All of us at the Church of Scotland wish you a very peaceful

Christmas, filled with the welcoming love and generosity of Jesus.




