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In Memory of

Elder John Yung-Hsiang Lai

Celebration of Life

September 21,1922 — June 7, 2024

Saturday, June 29, 2024 10:30 AM
Boston Taiwanese Christian Church
14 Collins Road, Waban, MA 02468






i AGEE & 4w BT
n Loving Memory of &de't Jefin Yung-Fsiang Lai
# ¢ Presider : it & W& £ (Elder Dooley Chen )
7 ¥ Pianist @ 4% 454 4% (Yu-Ting Ni )

B 5 Prelude - weeeeeeseeeessesssssesieiis e AT 454 4% (Yu-TingNi) & #24 |2 (Ethan Ni)

B2 2% 71§ 5 j& ¢hl B (Although walking through the valley of death )

W /%’?Tx X

E % Call to Worshlp ......................................................................... Fﬁ PaS ]J, - % (Elder Dooley Chen)

B %454 (Mattew) 11:28-30

%3 Pk dnne # 0T Lin A F 4 % tan £4£ & 4 > tioh kiTA > 2 toh beh ho'lin #
tioh % hioh o 2 F] % 2w p 8 3 F%kgtﬁ > lin tioh gid 2% & frd k thi A K Y > liné &
toh & 1 tioh % hioh - * F] 5 2 & Prfe X H gidé > 2 & #£x koh#= o |

28"Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 2° Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. *° For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

g{ ;?‘; Hymn ....................... }\‘. :_l _!— '% (How Great Thou Art) ......................... g W’\ (Congregatlon)
ﬁ‘ﬁ»% Prayer ............................................................................................ 7H§ *é]‘ﬁ’ F% ;[Lf[ EFF ( Rev' le Sek_long )
g{' :‘:5‘_ Scripture ........................................................ ‘f#.ﬁ?&, ;Z}\ _E\, —:!5 ~ 3:’1 a"ﬁ éﬁ:‘;’ ‘f"{'\: ( Judy Lal & Andrew Lai )

#FE (Psalm) 23 + i g e :}t—ﬁ

|t X e %% ; chhoa 3¢ k 3| 4 & -kif -

7% ho'# i t
$i ho'#v ¢ L 37 5 tioh 4% & ?chhoaj\ FH SR o
IAppREEr e LS omAm FLE o Flidnkah AR A AR e g AR e R A -

5ﬁ§“¥+§iéa'&‘ﬁ AR e R ER AR o FE A € Bp A 0 koh ho'#t ermd ko
63 kah % 25— F_&toe N F|— £ 4 5 A beh A toati b o 8 BR o

! The Lord is my shepherd. I lack nothing.
2 He lets me rest in grassy meadows; He leads me to restful waters;
3 He keeps me alive. He guides me in proper paths for the sake of his good name.

* Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no danger because you are with me.
Your rod and your staff—they protect me.

> You set a table for me right in front of my enemies. You bathe my head in oil;
my cup is so full it spills over!

® Yes, goodness and faithful love will pursue me all the days of my life,
and I will live in the Lord’s house.



T?F' ‘é Message ..................... fhl ,’;(53 ?ﬁﬂ: 1 PK—f‘?E— é % .............. #ﬂ]{”%ﬁ’ F% ;}'/{ F’Lﬂ; (RCV le Sek'long)

g\,;;;g- (Translator) s cee e e e FhE & -2 (Elder Dooley Chen)
g!:’ gi’; Hymn ................... % «Q/b IE\‘JR J,!; fF& g_ -I:-] —‘Pﬂd (Amazing Grace) .................... g W’\ (Congregation)
M ™ fE Remembrance e 4 E 12~ % 4F § X H (Jenny Mari Lai Olsen & John Olsen )

= 9 ¥ £.46 - 74 2 & (Richard Lai & Rob Lai )
,J‘ 4’% ?“: g‘_ -% Vlohn Duet ............................................. s} ;}:ﬁ‘ A ?_ BBH (Chrlstlna Lee) and Jonathan Block

Double Violin Concerto in D Minor, movement 2, BWYV 1043 by J.S. Bach

L E‘EE‘ B B B o s 30 & F (Rev.Shun-Chi Wang)

[ The General Assembly office of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan ]

- A% € ~ 34k (Taiwan Church Press) - £ 3 ' % cfF (President, Rev. Lanting Fang)
3 3 CONdOLENCE «ovveeseesrssesssrssesssiss s % ¥ £ % (Elder Chuniok Lim)

5k 2 % & % (Elder Howard Chang )

E%' .;—:.f; % j;;g? Presentatlon Ofa ﬂag Of honor .............................................. BTCC 1";\ g% g (COHSlstory)
QF:}%:‘—‘L‘ ﬁi;}'ﬁ !: PreSIdentlal Cltatlon ............................................................................................ f/}?gp 2: )i@‘é:

(Director—general of TECO in Boston, Charles Liao )

¥ 3% Hymn-—vf ta® 288 % t1/7:# (Shall We Gather at the River) - ¢ % (Congregation)
TR GrAtItudE - eveeeeeesseesseess e % ¥ é’ﬁ ,?‘;. 4, (Richard Lai )
FAE BENEAICHON wvvvesvversvvessovesnsssivsis oot R4 1 47 (Rev. Lim Sek-iong )
BE R POSHIUAR +vvvveererrrooverereeneesssssssssissinnnne A5 b 4k (Yu-TingNi) & #2+4 45 (Ethan Ni)

+ 3 &# (TheLove of God)
Music by F. M. Lehman; arr. by G. Lanier



N R How Great Thou Art
e ¥ English

&3+ o 1. O Lord my God,
AF B )*I*u # 715 (gong-ngidh) - when I in awesome wonder,
45 & B & fria— *7 1 42 (kang-tia») ; Consider all the worlds thy hands have made;
—in LE & I see the stars,
BRLT & s;?? e I hear the rolling thunder,
FH uisind ¥ € 142 (kang-tian) o Thy power throughout the universe displayed:
(48] [Refrain]
At Bo-l6 FF F L Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
AMEFL s PEFES How great thou art! How great thou art!
Ao Bo-lo FFEFEL Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
AMEIFL s PEFES o How great thou art! How great thou art!

2.2 0h7 3t a & Hrae o 2. And when I think how God, his Son not sparing,
£ ke FHFA iif)}?% 4 Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in;
Ti - 284 F 5 i (choekoa) > That on the cross, my burdens gladly bearing,
e Y o 3 A EAE o He bled and died to take away my sin:
(48] [Refrain]

3. A B kol (sau) % & #-teh ~ 38 (tAn) 3. When Christ shall come with shouts of

EA#E (thg) 2 % R (thianka) > acclamation,
Yk L To take me home, what joy will fill my heart!
NET R AER S B R Then I will bow in humble adoration,
WFP P F ~NA O ARE FL oo And there proclaim, my God, how great thou
art!
[48c] [ Refrain ]



HY 2 PEHH Amazing Grace

v English
1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,

) That saved a wretch like me!
LA A ta“) v g
A p 4 ( tan) #a g 2 oe

I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

Diex BE & (ka) Ak o

i B
EHRILFATE
ﬂgﬁﬁwgo

T RAPR T i
FRERIBI

Bk iE o A 2A& (chidu) # -
o-lo ¥ g & -

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace, my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed!

3. The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine;
But God, who called me here below

Will be forever mine.

(CR VNG RVEC R IECIR.VCRVONC R IEC R IFCR-DCH-ONC R DEC R IRC S0

Wi 4 (tan) ik BB R ()P 3§ Shall We Gather at the River
- English
. # % (kidmtioh) R & t17 % > 1. Shall we gather at the river,
X i Y s AT B Where bright angel feet have trod;
Ti# (hia) P sih > % ;2 8 > With its crystal tide forever
FPHEF R R R Flowing by the throne of God?
[ 8] [Refrain])
IRy ST SRR Yes, we’ll gather at the river,
i R B The beautiful, the beautiful river,
¢ (kah) Faiper (sarkap) BB 17 » Gather with the saints at the river
13! ;?r (Gilai) *+ % FRH % o That flows by the throne of God.
R UR TR B SR B 2. Ere we reach the shining river,
% T (he) #Ep e Lay we ev’ry burden down;
i8S & 18 3 f8% (thaupang) - Grace our spirits will deliver,
7 (thang) # k57 5742 o And provide a robe and crown.
(i ac] 385 b [Refrain] two times
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Greetings-- Please come forward and give your regards to the families.

BHE e A g SRR ARG FAF e 5 X % o ACKER ¥ - 4 A AR
The family wishes to thank you for being part of Elder Lai's life and for being here today.

WATEHAH IR T3 FBA G kIR« RBR S 2 E A RE - g A
T3
Please move to the basement after the service for drinks and snacks prepared by the Lai’s family.

The family also prepare a lunch box for everyone. Please take it home and enjoy it.
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The Life of Elder John Yung-Hsiang Lai
1922.09.21 (%7 8.1) — 2024.06.07

4 LA A3 L e BASEERER H (FavE ) o pP O REZLT o
AT BT AgF RGBS TR TR R R T T EA RS £
et R T L EA KRB T e > Th ek o

QA KyApE b gL réﬁﬁ.ﬁ%ﬁ%‘ﬁé—iwr;{’ﬁ -3 fé.%%_,ﬂ‘{,—‘ﬁ » AN F X fFE4 R
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John Yung-Hsiang Lai » whose birth name was Lu Yung-Hsiang > was born in £, 9
Township ( } 37% ) » {8 &2%% » Tainan County - He was the eldest son of Lu Ming and Lai Yeh °
Wife: Liu Ching-li (Helen ) ;eldest daughter: Jenny » son-in-law: John Olsen > granddaughter:
Christina Lee;Eldest son: Peter » daughter-in-law: Margaret Lin > eldest grandson: Kevin;Second

son: Richard » daughter-in-law: Judy Lin > grandson: Robert » grandson: Andrew °

When his parents married > his maternal grandfather » Lai Yi > verbally requested that if the
couple were to have two children in the future » he would adopt the older one - Grandfather Lai
adopted John upon the birth of his younger brother David - John’s last name was changed from
Luto Laic Genealogy record indicates his mother Lady Yeh (Lai Yeh)’as belonging to the 16th

generation of the Lai family » while John is recorded as the 17th generation °

1935.3
BESRABT FAER KB
Graduated from Keelung City Shou elementary School and won the "City Award”

1935.4

Tieor e A By o

Admitted to Taipei State Keelung Middle School and skipped one grade and graduated one year
early °



1936.10
fot - A o AR R R gL

Baptized alongside his mother at Keelung Taiwanese Presbyterian Church o

1939.3
SEEL Y VR ET S
Admitted to the Taipei High School and skipped one grade and graduated one year early o

1942.3
BENLAZTEER Y IS5E -
Graduated from Taipei High School - 15th class °

1942.4

FTEAFIEAE AR AE] 2EMBESH 1044 E - FERELEE
Admitted to the Department of Law in Legal Discipline * Tokyo Imperial University (now the
University of Tokyo) ° Graduated with a Bachelor of Law degree in 1944 -

1946.12.26
FeRIRTE e 24D 0 LR KB AL
Wedding ceremony with Liu Ching-li at Zhongshan Presbyterian Church - Taipei City °

1959.8

B2 W2 ¢ f7de < F (George Peabody College for Teachers » Nashville » Tennessee ) ( 4
=46+ & > Vanderbilt University ) B3 451 -

Obtained a Master of library Sciences degree from George Peabody College for Teachers >

Nashville > Tennessee (now Vanderbilt University) °

1961.4
PIZRE o B~ FRpld e k-
Founded the Department of Library Science > College of Liberal Arts » National Taiwan

University °

1961.8

EFo B FRIET TR REA ERBI T ER Tl = o

Served as a full-time associate professor in the Department of Library Science at National
Taiwan University, concurrently as director of Reader Service o



1964.8

AiygEeHBN- 2 PRREANE, LS PRAR Y S W0 LK HER
R

Promoted to professor - Developed a “New Classification Scheme for Chinese Libraries”, an
important reference tool still utilized by Chinese libraries both domestically and internationally

today o

1970.2
pH el AR R ERERE -
Elder » Ho-Ping Christian Presbyterian Church » Taipei °

1971.3
AOKIFERL PSR (SERAE) FEEELE -
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Tamsui Institute of Industrial and Business Administration

(now Aletheia University) °

1972.2

AZFRS A A EERRBIEEFLR A ERER A E 28R Eir o

Accepted an invitation from Harvard University to become the head of the newly established
cataloging Department > he relocated to the United States in 1972; promoted Associate Director at
the Harvard-Yenching Library in 1978; Served in that capacity until his retirement in 1996 -

1984.10

Bioich SRFE P Fa (- FLR) -

Began collecting and disseminating documents on Taiwanese Church history and launched a
newsletter titled » ”One Leaf Communication”

1988.1

(e BRg ) ETR LB (g LHE) B 16 F 0 L1988 #4-3 2004 & 3 * 4k o
EBTOMAARELF eHhII M (KRELE) Nko

His “Church Folklore” column ran weekly in the "Taiwan Church News" for 16 years > starting in
1988 and continuing until March 2004 - Over this period * a total of 674 pieces on church history

were written  These articles were later compiled into five volumes titled “Church Folklore”

1988
ALFoBATREp EEN > RBFTFIT LRI FE T3
As the first elder of the Boston Taiwanese Christian Church ° he served the Lord devoutly and

actively involved in Church affairs for many years o



1995
SRR £ 58 EX L
Retired from Harvard University-Yenching Library o

2001.6
Zé/)i"l i?r/?zi}‘%&?fgﬁl% r 7$‘F\ v | °

Received "Honorary Elder" from Boston Taiwanese Christian Church o

2001.6
EoBP Erspm T2 8481 )
Received an "Honorary Doctor of Humanities" from Taiwan Theological Seminary o

2001.6

A RERRE ARG TRAEREAERBRS ) c B 2RRETELT D (Y BRI A
iE) R ER R & RS R B o
National Library in Taipei held the "Professor Lai Yung-Hsiang’s Classification Authorization
Ceremony"; The copyright of the “New Classification Scheme for Chinese Libraries” essential
for Chinese libraries nationwide was handed over to the National Library. The transfer ensures
ongoing compilation and maintenance of the scheme -

2006

HE oS i AF M ¢ & e Lailohn.com (#f-3ARE £ ¢ E) it o
Established the website LaiJohn.com (Elder Lai Yung-Hsiang Historical Archives) to record the
historical footprints of early Christians in Taiwan

2007

MY Fler R kP AL PR s (LEds)

John Lai’s interview record, “Sitting in the Book City”, was published by Academia Sinica as
part of its oral history series °

2015~2024

TED BT - AR RITREF T OFE TS HER DRRACF s
’IEEF‘ P A LA (RANLETFE) THREEXALEFEREEERNTE o
Led the promotion and publication for a modern colloquial Taiwanese Bible, titled the “Common
Taiwanese Bible”, through the Common Taiwanese Bible Association to ensure that all
Taiwanese people have a bible in their familiar language; Served as the honorary chairman of the
board of directors of the Common Taiwanese Bible Association °



2016.6
coa A B T EEN EEL ) .
Tainan Theological Seminary conferred an "Honorary Doctor of Theology” degree °

2016

BEA R BB SRATE R RERERE T SAA TR T SR
G CE N

Donated the Taiwanese historical materials collected throughout his life to the “Archives of
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan” established by the Taiwan Presbyterian Church General
Assembly at Tainan Theological Seminary °

2020.5.15

THAGEE R R R EE RS R RE TS SHARE XK B E
BRI
The "Elder Lai Yung-Hsiang Historical Archives" was selected for inclusion in Taiwan's
Memory of the World National Register.It is now managed and maintained by the institution,
Archives of Presbyterian Church in Taiwan °

2020-2022

B BBy g CHFARREREFLLAAE 2 oK E aFAELF E Rl
P (B R B) o

The National Museum of Taiwan History, the Taiwan Presbyterian Church Historical
Committee, and the Taiwan Church Bulletin jointly published ten volumes of the “Collected
Works of Lai Yung-Hsiang” °

2024
LaiJohn.com b3 7 v & oA AFRFH X0 25 P AFHOZ A o BFAF R L DL
B TR

The LaiJohn.com website remains an invaluable resource for both Taiwanese Christians and
scholars > providing access to studies and archives on Christianity in Taiwan, with particular

emphasis on early Christian history °

10
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1946.04.01 EoRY oA AR RIKLI R ER R -

1946.04 R o2 ot FRE2ZH T2 -
1946.10 R T Fi s EZdpm e

1948.02.01 Mot T BT LR L FALR SR o

1971.03.25 MELAKIFPIREPEREFETFL ©

58 SR

1951.12 feig £~ B2 E L Ao S g AL (SHR ) o
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H—oiF 2 omkohtTZAEXFE EHRT2Z T
soah 2 3 23~ é# kah g éw 4 -Tu
e BN E S 2 1ong 33 tioh
gaigioh gaigioh ; & &k > # ka & # chitma
long 3 SR RHE L& e r > BEEE
F_RE ¥ #* toh Pt~ o %% anne » #* toh &
koh 3#s% & 5 3% < gaigioh gaigioh a o

#2000 £~ S3FE 2
tioh » % Tl e %> 3 kah 7 ¥ € b

% ——+;»§: [ 2 = 27 %
@'lt’/‘\‘"’{ %l R 15

=L
kah " 0 B % "e}%’ 5 ( ronL—?-) ek
ig £ X p tioh chiahé % #t > toh E & € ma
behka =z & € ?‘F‘J%”“?K ko = toh i@
’;’r;\.}z‘m;?,,gz__; el’«—e; r’v’g Fgﬁ;f\])\;z«gJ
(https://taigi.thl.net/TaigiIME/ ) 45 * v
FF B B Y Fokoh 3 F AR ik
FHiF e 3 L )e R T AR E R
#LE | (http://laijohn.com/) ¥ :&1& anne
SRR R e A

Ao B FRER S RE (0

Tihii & chidnpoe — Loa EngSiong
tiarlo kah goa
Lim Chun Iok

Chin hoarhi ma chin kamsia, siti Loa ka
iauchhia®, goa € tang lai chia kah taike chohoe
siauliam kéngai é Loa EngSiong tinn16.

Na kong tioh "kamun", goa t€ it ai kamsia € sT
SiongChu, I inchhda toania goa lai kah Loa
EngSiong titrlo cho chhupi® 35 ni ka. Goa chin ai
kah i chohoe, thang niésit i chhiaujin € tihti; t11 €
chitd ha, goan chohoée taujip Taigi blin sukang. I
chin iai pebude — Taigi bin, m koh 1 sitbin gi &
kauiok chi ha, soah sitkhi Taigi bin é thak kah sia &
1énglek. Tu khaist, i tui goa € Taigi bin 1ong kong
thak tioh gaigioh gaigioh; au lai, goa ka i kong
chitma 16ng @ kengkoe Song Lekhéng titrlo €
kauchéng, i sti kong nasi Song tia"1o6 i toh
hongsim. Chit anne, i toh bo koh kong goa € Taigi
bin gaigioh gaigioh a.

Goa 2000 ni taujip Taigi blin Gintdong liduau, 0i
tioh Taiblin séngkeng € chit"bang, @ kah Sinbongai
Bangcham hapchok, kasiat "Taigi Sinbongai",
"Khehgi SinBongAi" kah "Sloan SinBongAi"

( Taigi tiamji) bangcham. Loa tiulo khoar tioh
chiahé bangcham, toh chin iai ma beh ka i siuchip é
binhian kasiat bangcham, i toh s'iong goa
khaihoat chhuiseng é "SinBongAi Taigi Khehgi
sujip hoat" (https://taigi.Fhl.Net/TaigilME/ ) késiok
éng Pehoejt sujip sia binchiu®, koh G Li Siukheng
boksu niti (Lim Sek I6ng boksu é khanchhin ) €
pangchan, "Loa EngSiong tianl6 stliau kho"

(http://laijohn.Com/ ) bangcham chif anne
chiarcho Taioan Kitok Tiurlé Kauhoe € pochong.

Goa ittit chin iai chhaiiong lan Téioan
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phophian khiu» (i Kohiong chhi i tiongsim €
Tiong-1ampd khiu» ) é Taibiin séngkeng, t1 Taigi
Sinbongai Bangcham teh chinhéng, tihé Siau
Chhenghun boksu t1 i théhiu € kamun 1épai tiong
kong, "Goa chitsilang long teh eng gdakokoe &
séngkeng ( chi Emngoe é "Pakheklé Péhoejt
séngkeng" ) , ta» théhiu liduau beh 14i chhutpan 1an
Taioan oe € séngkeng." Goan nng lang "chit phah
chek hap", toh koatténg beh chhutpan Taibin
séngkeng. Loa titi*lo toh kiangt sénglip “Choanbin
Taigi Sengkeng Hiaphoe™ 1ai chinhéng, kiatko
"Choanbin Taigi séngkeng" & "Taioan Kitok Tiu"16
Kauhoe siatkau 150 chiuni kiliam pan" € Han-Lo
pan kah Pehoeji pan chiti anne stnli chhutpan, che
16ng tioh kamsia Loa titurlo € "chhut chi®, chhut lat
koh chhut tihai".

Hit tongsi, Siau Chhenghun boksu mui ni
San-goeh 16ng € 1ai Boston khui "To Chéngchok
Katéng Kokche Kikimhde" € tdngsthoe, goan kah
Loa tit"lo sa® 1ang toh chohoe tholin choanbin
Taigi sengkeng hiaphoe € stikang. Loa titi*lo 1ong
tiamtiam chusin thia® Siau boksu kéng i € liliam,;
beh kiatsok € si, Siau boksu long € hoe sitlé kong
16ng i teh kong. Loa titrlo st chuntiong choangiap
chaibat € lang, i choansim khipsiu Siau boksu &
séngkeng liliam, s6i i chongchhekoe € biinj1 siikang
l6ng chin stins1. Chhitirkong séngkeng € langmia
kah té€mia tioh chhaiiong goanbiin & im, m thang
lansi éng Hoagi € Hanji thak Taigi im; lan € Chua
Iésu, Taigi Pehoejt 1aso kah goanbin € im G
chaucheng. U lang bd chanséng anne cho, Loa
tit"lo kah Siau boksu 16ng anui kong, "Sin €
mihkia® na bo lang hoantui si bé chéngsiong."
"Choanbin Taigi séngkeng" @i cho sengkeng
langmia kah té€mia sinkd tuichiaupio, thang ho’
thokchia chiamchiam 1ai sekeéng Loa tinlo ittit
kianchhi & "keksin, chinpd koh chéngsiong hoa" €
bokphiau.

Lekst hakchid é Loa titrlo tui leksu é kakto”
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1ai khoar Taigi Pehdeji € ianchin; tui "Pakheklé
Pehoeji sengkeng" iau, ikeng chiongkin kui pah ni
bo koh 1 "keksin, chinpd koh chéngsiong hoa" €
siuténg. Kau ta hoatkian siong cha thehtiau lianjt
hi € Lomaji binpun, si 1941 ni chhutpan é "Taihak
Chengsiong", chokchid st Loa tiurlo € titnlang —
Lau Chhenghiin siansi®. Loa tiu®lo toh chiamtui
lidnjT hi thékiong 1eksu chuliau, goa ma t1 2020
"Taioan Binhak Kauhak Kokch¢ Gianthohoe"
tiong, hoatpiau "PehdejT lianjT hiiho € chhotham" é
lansut; kiatko @ lang chanséng ma @ lang hoantui,
m koh, Loa tit"lo idu s1 keklek chhuisak. Taigi
Sinbongai Bangcham ma @ "TOJ= b6 lianj1 ha €
P¢hoeji" € jipkhau, SinBongAi Taigi Khehgi sujip
hoat ma @ "TOJ/ Taioan j1" kengsin pan. Taioan
Kauhoe Kongposia ma @ chhutpan chéaptn &
"Maékai Chai Taioan Kisi" kah "Chhim Ché" Tiong
& Ngbang", jichhia" koh 14i & lioksiok chiau Loa
tiilo s6iai €, thuichhut TOJ= bo lianj1 ha €
Pehoeji € Taigi blin chokphin.

Goa 1 khaihoat Taiblin Han-L6 Ruby pan

( HanjT téngbin kachu Péhoeji) & nngthé, goa ka
Mathai Hokim € Han-L6 Ruby pan in chhutlai
chhiar Loa tiurlo kamténg. U chit kang i kha tianoe
kong, 1 G chit @i hui-Kitokto € péngit kong chin
kah'i Han-L6 Ruby pan, mng kong kam @ bo
Siongte € chokphin. Loa tit"lo toh kong lan 1ai
chhutpan "Séngkeng é Aichéng + Tihdi Binhak,
Ngako kah Chimgian" (2014.11, Choanbin Taigi
Sekeng Hiaphoe ) , intii "Ngako" 1aité bo "Siongte",
thokchia € tang tui "Ngako" € aichéng binhak
chinjip "Chimgian" € tihaii binhak. Goa chin
phoehok Loa tit"lo € chhiaujin tihdi.

Loa tiurlo chin iai Taigi bln, t11 € chitd ha,
gb6a 0 ka "Tan Hujin" (i Loa tiurlonil é pebu cho
model € Jitbin siésoat ) hoanek cho Taigi. Taioan
Kauhoe Kongposia Png Lamténg siatit® 2017 ni lai
Boston paihong Loa tiarlo € si, i1 chaiia® chit pun
chhutmia é Taigi banhak chokphin, toh iaukit 1ai
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wrdh o e T (7o siong 4+ & £ 3F
#1ApEhOE A E AR P

ho Kongposia chhutpan (2018.10) . Nasi Taioan
Kauhoe Kongposia i'i beh chhutpan, Loa tiutlo
toh chin hongsim; s6i mui pun chheh na oanko,
long s1 1 Kongposia cho te it iusian kholi.

Soa loh 1ai, Loa tiurlo koh kio goa ka i € chhin
si6t1 Lo’ Khunhi phoksii s6 tu € Jitbin pan "Chu é
Kit6 Bln " hoanek cho Taiblin (2019.4, Taioan
Kauhoe Kongposia ) . Liduau, koh G ka i € Jitbln
siésoat" 7 )L b —w DB h 4 " hoanék cho
Taibiin pan € "Arturo € Lémih " (2022.8, Chidnde
Chhutpansia ) .

T1 Makai boksu 1ai Tai soankau 150 chiuni é
si, Loa tiarlo kong Makai goantu € “From Far
Formosa” ikeng choatpan, suijian Tiongbtn ekptin
ikeng chin ch&, m koh, nasi chhutpan Taiblin ekpiun
kah Engbiin tuichiau pan 1ai cho kiliam pan toh
chin @ igl. Kémsia Taioan Kauhoe Kongposia t1
2022.8 chhutpan "Makai Chai Taioan Kisti / From
Far Formosa". Loa tiulo ma i kio goakaié
khausut toanki "Ché I6ng Susia™" hoanek cho Taigi
blin, goan € seng chiii"bang Taigi Sinbongai
Bangcham holang chhi thak péng cho siuténg;
kausi ma si tioh chiau Loa tia"lo € isu, seng tengkit
Kongposia khoar @ beh chhutpan chéapin € igoan a
bo?

T1 Loa tiarlo € chitd ha lai cho SiongChu €
kang s1 goa siong tdoa € énghéng. I ju 1ai ju G nihoe,
thélat o khah soethé, m koh kit iau chin ho, kah i
khaikang ifigoan & tang tit tioh chin ché tihi, soi
goa toh tiantia» chhoe kihoe toa i ai chiah é
Daikanyama Jitpun liauli khi in tau tdng chétoh,
nidsita SiongChu sitsu ho 'goan € chohde kihoe. B
iliau, JT goch chhe 9 hit pai sT goan choeau é
tangchétoh, chong st goa € éngodn siauliam Loa
EngSiong titrlo, kintoe i & khapo; késiok hiong
chéng kian, eng siong ho € Taigi blin sikang lai
hian ho 'SiongChu, titkau éngoan. Amen.
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A Tribute to John Yung-Hsiang Lai
% % = (Eugene W. Wu)

John Lai and I met in 1960 in Taipei on my first trip to Taiwan. He was then the head of
reader service at the National Taiwan University Library, and I was in Taipei for the Hoover
Institution to microfilm the “Chen Cheng Collection,” an archive of some 1,500 documents of
the Kiangsi Soviet Republic, 1931-1934. He had just returned to Taiwan the year before from the
United States where he earned his MA degree in Library Science at the Peabody Library School,
and was involved at that time in planning a library science department for the National Taiwan
University. After the Department was established the following year, he was appointed assistant
professor at the new department, then promoted to full professor in 1964, and became its chair in
1965. He held that position until 1972 when accepting an invitation from Harvard University to
become the head of the newly established Cataloging Department of the Harvard-Yenching
Library. He began the second phase of his career in the United States. He was appointed
Associate Director of the Harvard-Yenching Library in 1978 and served in that capacity until his
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retirement in 1996. He served with great distinction at the Harvard-Yenching Library for a total

of twenty-four years.

Mr. Lai, as we affectionately and respectfully called him, stands tall in the East Asian
library community. He was born and raised in Taiwan and, like many of contemporaries, finished
his college education in Japan, where he attended the Tokyo Imperial University. Prior to coming
to Harvard, he was already an established library educator and an authority in cataloging and
classification. He was best known for the #f < #%® R K Z » #f;2 (based on the work by Liu
Kuo-chun #%|® 35 decades earlier), the standard classification system used by libraries in
Taiwan and widely adopted for use by libraries in Hong Kong, Macau and Singapore). The
classification system went through eight revisions by Mr. Lai, from 1964 to 2002, after which he
generously donated the copyright to the National Library in Taipei. The National Library
published a further revision in 2007 under a changed title: ¥ < B & 4 #§;#, and the
classification system remains the system of choice today at libraries in Taiwan. His appointment

at the Harvard-Yenching Library was therefore a perfect fit.

For decades prior to the establishment of the Cataloging Department, cataloging in the
Harvard-Yenching Library was carried out separately under the direction of the heads of the
language sections, using the ;% f- @ 3 4 #f;2 , commonly known as the Harvard Yenching
Classification System, devised by Dr. A. Kaiming Chiu & B f?, the founding librarian of
Harvard-Yenching Library. This arrangement worked well for many years, but with the
expansion of the Library’s collection scope, resulting in the ever increasing volume and variety
of books and non-book material that were coming to the Library, a decision was made to bring
all cataloging work into one independent office in order to provide more unity in practice and
also to relieve the language section heads of their supervisory responsibilities over cataloging, so
they could devote full time to collection development. But finding someone to head up this new
department was much harder than making the decision. Having been a cataloger myself for
almost a decade at the Hoover Institution, I knew it would require a person not only of superior
technical skills, but also managerial ability, a good grounding in East Asian civilization, fluency
in the major East Asian languages, as well as ability to communicate and inspire. It was a
worldwide search, and we found in Mr. Lai the perfect candidate. However we were not at all
sure he would be interested, for he was then at the summit of the field in Taiwan and leading a
good and comfortable life there. So I made a special trip to Taiwan to sound him out. I briefed
him on our plan for the new Cataloging Department and told him we would be honored to have
him join us at this crucial moment in the development of the Harvard-Yenching Library. He was
courteous but noncommittal, saying he would think about it, consult his family and then let me
know. It was sometime later that we received the good news. I and my colleagues at the
Harvard-Yenching Library were absolutely elated, and we made plans to welcome him and Mrs.

Lai to Cambridge. They arrived in Boston on a bitterly cold day toward the end of January in
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1972, and Mr. Lai began his tenure at the Library the following month.

With energy and a knack for organization, he hit the ground running. Being cordial and
approachable and with a strong work ethic, he quickly earned the support and respect not only
from those working under him, but also from his other colleagues in the Library. The Cataloging
Department got off to a flying start and ushered in an important phase in the development of the

Harvard-Yenching Library.

One of the first tasks he faced was the revision of the Harvard-Yenching Classification
System. The system was quite adequate for pre-modern East Asian publications, but somewhat
deficient for the modern period. Mr. Lai undertook to do the revision and completed the work
shortly, bringing to bear his experience of revising his own classification scheme. These
revisions were shared with other East Asian libraries using the Harvard Classification System at
that time. In addition to his supervisory responsibilities over cataloging, Mr. Lai also took up the
task of cataloging the Library’s large collection of Bibles and Protestant missionaries’ writings,
and a catalog of this collection, comprising 786 items, was published in 1980 by G. K. Hall in
Boston under the title: Catalog of Protestant Missionaries’ Works in Chinese. Two years later, in
1982, a microfiche edition in 1,750 sheets comprising the content of the entire collection was
issued by Inter Documentation Center (IDC) in Leiden, The Netherlands, thus making available
this collection of unique materials for the study of the history of Christianity in China. Mr. Lai’s
interest in bibliographical research and publication also led him to another major
accomplishment at the Harvard-Yenching Library: the publication in 1985-86 of the Library’s

entire Chinese and Japanese catalogs in 72 volumes.

In the late 1930’s, Dr. A. Kaiming Chiu had contracted with the Harvard-Yenching Index
Press in Peking to have the Library’s Chinese catalog printed in book form, and also to have
individual cards printed for use by other East Asian libraries in the United States. The latter was
30 years before the concept of cooperative cataloging came into vogue among East Asian
libraries during the 1970’s. The first three volumes of the catalog were published by 1940, and
the rest set in type. Several thousands of individual cards were also printed and distributed to
other East Asian libraries for use. Following Pearl Harbor, however, the Japanese troops went
about destroying everything in Peking having to do with the United States, and the
Harvard-Yenching Index Press located at the Yenching University campus literally went up in
flames, and with it, the types that had already been set for the remaining volumes of the catalog.
Dr. Chiu’s dream that the Library’s Chinese catalog would be published in its entirety was never
realized in his life time. In the early 1980°s we finally made plans to have the Harvard-Yenching
Library’s Chinese and Japanese card catalogs published through photo-duplication (The
Library’s Korean catalog had already been published earlier). Put in charge of the project, Mr.

Lai did all the preparatory work, including reviewing a very large portion of the catalog cards as
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well as adding a number of “see also” reference entries, and worked closely with G. K. Hall, the
publisher, from start to finish. The 72-volume Chinese and Japanese book catalog, dedicated to
the memory of Dr. Chiu, not only brought his dream to realization, it also stands as a testimony

to Mr. Lai’s achievement.

Library automation came to East Asian libraries in the 1980’s. While moving gradually into
an automated mode of operation, East Asian libraries had to grapple with the problem of how to
integrate the manual catalog. We at the Harvard-Yenching Library explored the possibility of
converting our card catalogs into machine-readable form, but found the cost prohibitive.
Subsequently a $1.5 million grant from Harvard-Yenching Institute and a matching grant from
Harvard University allowed us to contract out the conversion work to OCLC, a project which Mr.
Lai oversaw. The retrospective conversion began in 1993 and was completed in 2000, four years
after Mr. Lai retired. The total number of cards converted was some 360,000, the single largest
database contributed to OCLC’s WorldCat at that time, undeniably a boon to the copy cataloging

work of other East Asian libraries.

No tribute to Mr. Lai would be complete without mentioning his religious faith. Born into a
Christian family, he has been a devout Christian all his life. It’s safe to assume that all the
personal qualities he possesses are rooted in his Christian belief. Daisy Hu, a former colleague at
the Harvard-Yenching Library, describes these qualities, quoting Confucius, as & % % # %
(“gentle, kind, courteous, restrained and magnanimous”). This explains why Mr. Lai is liked and
respected so much by his library colleagues and friends. His Christian faith also led him to write
profusely about the history of Christianity in Taiwan, particularly the Presbyterian Church in
which he has served as an elder both in Taiwan and the United States. He also wrote a great deal
of the history of Taiwan and is regarded as a leader in that field. There is a wealth of information
about him on the internet. Two of the most informative sites are #f X ALFr e g jis2 B
(http://www.laijohn.com/life/Ng,IC%27view.htm) and #f <3+ & L R
(http://www.laijohn.com).

As Mr. Lai is considering whether to return to live in Taiwan, I would like to pay this
tribute to him that he richly deserves. I would also like to add a personal word: “Thank you, Mr.
Lai, for your years of dedicated service at the Harvard-Yenching Library. Because of you,
Harvard-Yenching became an even better library.”

August 2017

--Journal of East Asian Libraries, No. 165, Oct. 2017
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The Treasure of the History of Christianity in Taiwan - Elder John Lai
Weritten in Chinese by Dr. Chaowen Wang, published on
Taiwan Church News, issue 3169, November 25, 2012.

SRR F L PRI AL
IR (A% E A4R) 31698 5 2012 115 25 p

Translated by Jenny Lai Olsen, January 2014. Revised June 2024

During my trip to the United States in August 2012, I visited Professor Lai in Boston.
Despite turning 90 in September 2012, Professor Lai remains diligently active. He continues to
meticulously organize and upload his own writings and collected materials onto his website.
Known as "Elder John Lai’s Archives" at laijohn.com, Professor Lai’s website is widely regarded
as a beacon in Taiwan's research community. It serves as a vital repository for the history of
Christianity in Taiwan, attracting daily visitors eager to uncover hidden historical treasures or

trace their family stories.

Professor Lai is best known for his contributions to Library Science, having co-founded the
Department of Library and Information Sciences at National Taiwan University. He developed
the widely utilized "New Classification Scheme for Chinese Libraries" (* F B3 4 #f2),
establishing himself as a pioneer in Taiwan's Library Science field. Beyond his professional
reputation, Professor Lai's true passion lies in historical research. He is among the first scholars
dedicated to studying Taiwan's history, particularly pioneering research on its 17th-century
history. His publications include "The Studies of History of Taiwan, premier volume" ( » /8 ¢ #=
% 47 &) and the compilation "Annals of Taiwan Province, volume 3: Foreign Affairs" ( » 4 4 i@
Ef % = *tE F). Additionally, he co-founded the journal "Taiwan Folk Ways (4 /& 47)" in
1951, the longest-running scholarly journal focused on Taiwan. Professor Lai played a pivotal

role as one of its most significant contributors during its first two decades.

Ever a meticulous and thorough scholar with a wide range of historical interests, Professor
Lai shifted his focus to Christianity in Taiwan after turning 65. He has been devoted to his faith
since his youth, when he was baptized alongside his mother. Professor Lai served as an elder at
both Hoping Church in Taipei and the Boston Taiwanese Christian Church. In 1965, he edited the
Literature on the History of Christianity in Taiwan (& H % ¢ %2 ¢ }f?e), which was
subsequently included as an appendix in the book "Century of the Presbyterian Church in
Taiwan" ( o~ /% ETE‘TE % % € B # 2 ). Since moving to the United States in 1972, Professor Lai
has continued his research and collection of literature. He began issuing "One Leaf
Communication" (% ¥ if 21) to share important historical facts with friends and relatives, and to

gather relevant information from them. In 1988, at the invitation of Pastor Chungi Lo (g & %),
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Editor-in-Chief of Taiwan Church News ( 4 %< ¢ 2 3F), he started writing the column "Church
Folklore" (#t € ¥ %&). This column, consisting of about 1000 characters, appeared in 674 issues
and was later published as a 5-volume book set. Later, Elder Lai suspended the column due to
health issues. However, as an avid learner, he soon embraced computer technology and adapted
to it effortlessly. In January 2007, with the assistance of Hsiu-Ching Lee (% % %), wife of Pastor
Sek-iong Lim (4% ), he launched his website "Elder Lai’s Archives". With permission from
the "Taiwan Church News" Network, he updated and digitized his "Church Folklore" columns,
making them fully accessible on his website. Furthermore, he systematically categorized and

added his published works and personal archives by topic to the website.

Many individuals willingly provide Elder Lai with their personal information due to their
trust in him. They have confidence in his character and capabilities, as he has established
indisputable credibility. The value of Elder Lai’s website extends beyond the vast materials he
has collected over the years; it lies in how meticulously they are organized. Each item is
classified, cataloged, and linked with scholarly insight and care. His ability to connect fragments
of information and transform them into meaningful and useful resources is truly remarkable. He
excels in connecting disparate pieces of information and transforming them into meaningful and
useful insights. His scholarly capabilities are unparalleled. Moreover, rather than keeping his
archives proprietary, he generously published them on his website for public use. His website
operates like a meticulously curated library. Whether you are a casual browser, a general reader,
a searching student, or an expert scholar in the field, you can easily find useful information from
his well-organized website. It serves as a potential springboard for further exploration and
research.

Elder Lai has emphasized that his efforts stem purely from personal interest. Nonetheless, he
tirelessly works and openly shares his knowledge without seeking recognition. His uncommon
generosity sets him apart from other scholars in this specialized field. Such dedication and
selflessness would not be possible without his steadfast faith and strong sense of mission to the
church.

While praising Elder Lai’s commendable work, I can't help but feel disappointed that the
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan has yet to establish a “Resource Center of Taiwan Christian
History.” The planning for this historical archival center has spanned several years without
progressing to an operational stage. As Christianity in Taiwan approaches its 150th anniversary
in 2015, I earnestly hope that preparations will be finalized by then. Elder Lai has set a high

standard, and I trust that future generations will continue his legacy.

(Translator’s note: The Archives of The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, 5 /% iigf}},"& £ K
¢ it ¥ % % 4, was opened in Tainan in 2019. It now houses Professor Lai’s personal collections

and historical archives)
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